We now have over 40 signed-up Friends. As most of them are joint or family
memberships, we are approaching 100 individuals ± very good progress from
a standing start. We have nine life members. Of our income so far of just over
£2,500, more than half is accounted for by subscriptions.
Earlier this year, we were awarded a grant of £680 under the Mayor of
/RQGRQ¶V&DSLWDO&OHDQ-Up scheme and we spent this on vital tools for our
volunteer work; and seeds, bulbs and bird-boxes to improve the biodiversity of
the woodlands.
We spent £235 on the apple and pear trees planted in the spring. All have
survived and we hope to harvest some fruit from our orchard next year!
A statement of income and expenditure for the period ended 30 June 2013
will be presented at the AGM.
Achievements of the Friends to date
1 Drafting and adopting a Constitution for the Friends and establishing an
Executive Committee with officers in place to organise the running of the
organisation.
2. Putting the finances of the Friends on a secure footing and obtaining HMRC
recognition as a charity, enabling Gift Aid to be claimed.
3. Organising volunteer days and clearing the glade prior to planting apple and
pear trees (old English varieties), meadow grass and wild flowers; as well as
FRQVWUXFWLQJDµEXJKRWHO¶LQVLGHWKH/DVVHWHU3ODFHHQWUDQFH
4. Preparing a detailed Management Plan for the woodlands.
5. Holding a summer party for new members (we hope this will become an
annual event).
6. Securing a grant from the Mayor of London to fund the acquisition of tools,
bluebell bulbs, wildflower seeds and nest boxes.
7. Negotiating with the owners and bankers to the Seren Park development with
a view to installing a gate to lead to the path we are constructing from that point
the car park to the glade.
8. Launching a Friends website, including a history of the woodlands
researched and written by a Committee member.
9. Liaising with other organisations and individuals about woodland
management, badger protection, bird life surveys and other aspects of the
Friends activities.
10. Maintaining good relations with the Blackheath Society (the ultimate owners
of the woodlands) and local stakeholders.

This is not intended as an exhaustive analysis of what we have achieved but
gives an indication as to how we are seeking to move the Friends forwards.
More about the History
Alex Grant, one of our committee member and a history enthusiast, has written
quite extensively about the colourful history of the woodlands, which is now all
on our web site at www.westcombewoodlands.org/history/. In the first issue of
ouU )ULHQGV¶ QHZsletter you got to read about how the site was a gravel pit,
market garden and allotments. Online you can learn even more; including how
the site was sequested by Parliament, the building of Vanbrugh Castle by the
playwright and architect, Sir John Vanbrugh, and how the location was a
popular suicide spot during Victorian times. Below is an excerpt of what is
online, plus this photograph from 1906.

The Westcombe Woodlands can be seen on the right of this 1906 view from one of the chimneys of the
newly-built Greenwich Power station. Trafalgar Road is in the foreground, with Maze Hill station beyond
and the woodlands immediately to the south. In the distance can be VHHQ6KRRWHU¶V+LOO7KHZKLWHEXLOGLQJ
on the upper edge of the Woodlands (and which is shown in the inset) is Woodlands House, which was
demolished 20 years later and whose site is now occupied by the modern houses of Lasseter Place
(courtesy Blackheath Society)
³One

of the lost parts of Greenwich is the six and a half acres of wooded scarp land
stretching from Vanbrugh Hill on the east to Maze Hill on the west, sitting under
Ulundi Road, Vanbrugh Castle and Westcombe Park Road.
A modern map of the Westcombe Woodlands shows it is surrounded on all sides by
development: by the semi-detached and terraced houses of Ulundi Road, Vanbrugh
Hill and Maze Hill to the south, east and west, and Maze Hill station and the modern
blocks of Tom Smith Close and Seren Park to the north.

But before the mid-nineteenth century the area was largely rural. As the surrounding
area got developed from the 1840s onwards, the Westcombe Woodlands escaped
development, partly because the old gravel pits on the site had left the ground far too
steep to be built on. The slope on the site would previously have been much
more gentle. As Neil Rhind puts it in his in his History of Blackheath Village and
Environs (1986) ³LWV steep slopes and uneven terrain was created by man only as
recently as the middle of the 17th Century, if not shortly EHIRUH´. If it had not been for
these gravel pits, the land would surely have been developed just as the rest of the
Westcombe Park area was from the 1860s onwards.
Before the mature trees on the site grew up when the gravel pits were abandoned,
probably in the late eighteenth century, the area may have looked a bit like the area
RIROGJUDYHOSLWV NQRZQORFDOO\DV³7KH'LSV´ MXVWRII&KDUOWRQZD\DWWKHQRUWKHUQ
edge of Blackheath, a half-mile to the south of the Westcombe Woodlands. Other
parts of the Westcombe Woodlands were occupied by formal gardens, allotments
and orchards, and a substantial house stood at the eastern end of the Woodlands
until it was demolished in the early twentieth century. In the nineteenth century, the
land was even notorious as a suicide spot. (guess how?)So the Woodlands are
probably wilder and more inaccessible now than they have ever been for several
hundred years.´
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